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'There's a lot of people less fortunate than myself that must be having a heck of a lot harder time than myself, and
we need to look out for them and make our policies supportive of those people,' North Vancouver District Councillor
Mathew Bond says of a real estate market that has squeezed out him and others of his generation.  G E R R Y
KAH R M A N N  /  P N G

If demographics is everything, Mathew Bond’s age
is his distinguishing feature. Bond is unlucky
enough to be 32. A councillor with the District of
North Vancouver, he is the youngest member of the
district council by a comfortable margin.

Outside of his council duties, he is a transportation systems engineer. His
wife, Michelle, works in the movie industry. Between the two of them they
earn a good income. 

Yet Bond, his wife and their 15-month-old baby girl, Wilhelmina, live in a
rented one-bedroom basement suite in Lynn Valley. 

“We pay $1,000 a month,” Bond said. “It’s a smokin’ deal. We only have
one window, though, so it comes at a price.”

They would like something less subterranean. But as are many couples
their age, Bond and his wife are victims of exquisitely bad timing. They are
of that generation where the rise of the real estate market has
outstripped their ability to save for a down payment.

“When we did move over here, we were looking at houses as well. At that
point in our lives, we were just out of school and getting our careers
established and looking at student loans we had to pay off, and we figured
that would take us about four years.”

Because they were planning on having another child they wanted
something with three bedrooms.

“So at that time, we were looking at houses in Lynn Valley that were
$800,000 fixer-uppers, and I’m a bit of a handyman, and we thought we
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could save up for a down payment for five years, and then we could fix it
up ourselves and that would be good. But today, that $800,000 in Lynn
Valley will only get you a two-bedroom apartment. And now a three-
bedroom apartment down the street is a million bucks. So our
expectations have definitely changed.”

They became resigned to not owning a single-family home.

“And even if we do come up with $200,000 or $250,000 for a down
payment, we were probably going to be saddled with a million-dollar
mortgage pretty much for the next 25 years and committing ourselves to
working 80 hours a week. And that’s not how we want to raise a family.”

His housing difficulties began to inform his politics. Bond has become the
unofficial voice for a generation — on the North Shore, at least — that can
no longer afford to own a home there.

“One goal that I had when I ran for council was to provide a different
perspective. In looking at previous councils, I saw a lot of people not under
the age of 40, that didn’t necessarily have a background in transportation
and urban studies. (In addition to his engineering degree, Bond has his
certificate in sustainable urban development.)

“So I didn’t see someone that was speaking on behalf of people under 40,
of families with younger kids that didn’t already own their own homes.
There’s a lot of people less fortunate than myself that must be having a
heck of a lot harder time than myself, and we need to look out for them
and make our policies supportive of those people.”

To him, housing affordability is more than just a generational issue. It’s
also one of densification. He estimates that 60 to 65 per cent of the
district is still comprised of single-family homes, a preponderance that
has created housing stock most people can no longer afford. Blue-collar
and middle-class families have been priced out, and with them the service
people that make a city go. Meanwhile, Bond said, the district’s population
has stagnated for the last 15 years. According to BC Stats, he said, it was
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85,000 in 2001: it’s 85,000 in 2016.

So while an older generation resists change that could affect traffic and
services, and impact the bucolic quality of their neighbourhoods, their
resistance — which Bond said he completely understands and
sympathizes with — has unintended consequences for a younger
generation.

“It’s going to be my kids and their kids affected, and so the question is, is
the way our community being currently developed going to provide them
the same opportunities that it did to the people who moved here 30 years
ago?

“My answer to the question is: If we don’t do anything, there’s
consequences to trying to stay the same.”

He’d like to see the district consider much more different and denser
forms of housing to accommodate a younger generation of families
— two- and three-bedroom apartments and condos, townhomes and row
houses, co-ops and, as he and Michele are considering, co-housing. Co-
housing — several examples of which exist in Metro Vancouver — is a
group, self-financed form of housing where families share facilities like a
common kitchen, playground or laundry rooms.

“It’s basically a group of families that get together and develop a
townhouse project for themselves, and there’s some principles about
things like shared common space and more of a community living feeling,
so you get to meet and know your neighbours before you move in.”

The irony of this? Bond’s co-housing group is still looking for a
development site. Given the cost of real estate, they may end up locating
outside the district.

Bond would have to move out of the very constituency he was elected to
serve.
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