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VANCOUVER—The often-steep cost to get into a co-housing community is offset by
social benefits that can’t be measured in dollars, community members and advocates
said at an event in Vancouver on Sunday.

Mackenzie Stonehocker, a member of the Driftwood Village co-housing group in North
Vancouver, explained that because a co-housing unit typically costs the same as any
home in a city, people can find affordability a problem.

Co-housing brings people together in
unexpected ways—as long as they can
a!ord the price-tag, advocates say
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Mackenzie Stonehocker, a member of the Driftwood Village co-housing
community in North Vancouver, acknowledges the financial barrier to purchasing
a unit in such a community can be high. But, she says, the benefits that come
from working closely and patiently with neighbours of all ages on shared projects
are immeasurable.  (PERRIN GRAUER / PERRIN GRAUER STARMETRO)

“If it costs the same as market housing, it’s just too expensive,” she told StarMetro in an
interview during a Simon Fraser University conference Sunday. She said the initial costs
tend to be balanced by the perks of shared accommodation.

“You’re building common spaces,” Stonehocker said. “You’re able to live in a smaller
unit in co-housing because your personal unit doesn’t have to do all the functions that
you hope to have access to.”

Guest accommodations, children’s playrooms and things such as tools or appliances are
all bought and maintained by the community. So the cost-of-living can in fact be lowered
for members of a co-housing project.
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The concept of co-housing emerged in Denmark in the late 1960s. The model was
envisioned as a way for small groups of people to buy land together and create custom-
designed neighbourhoods that reflected a hope for friendlier connections to neighbours
and between generations.

The concept landed in North America in 1988, becoming known as co-housing.

Decisions about co-housing communities are made by consensus between members, and
community plans typically emphasize sustainability, waste reduction, sharing resources,
bulk purchasing and inclusiveness.

There are about a dozen co-housing communities in B.C., according to the Canadian
Cohousing Network, with a half dozen more currently in construction and development
stages around the province. The first co-housing complex in Vancouver opened in early
2016, in the Kensington-Cedar Cottage neighbourhood.

Evan McFee, 18, was born into the WindSong co-housing community in Langley.

Asked about the challenges and benefits of such community-oriented living, the
University of the Fraser Valley engineering student told StarMetro he actually considers
himself a shy person. But because of that — perhaps counter-intuitively — he discovered
he was a great fit into co-housing.
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“The diversity of social experiences that I got from co-housing was very, very beneficial
to me,” McFee said in an interview. “People tend to stick to their own peer groups, but
when you’re mixing intergenerational people, you don’t find that as much.”

Ethan Honeywell, 20, moved to the WindSong co-housing community 13 years ago.

Honeywell was effusive about his experience in that community. He said co-housing
brings people together in ways unavailable to many city-dwellers. Apartment buildings
and condominiums can lead some residents to feel isolated.

“I think every person on this planet should live in something that is similar to co-
housing where there is stability in a community, relationships are present all
throughout, there’s an emphasis on social living, and people are able to work through
problems with one another,” Honeywell said. “Fundamentally, as humans, as a race, we
crave community, and co-housing is something that offers that.”

But Lise Rajewicz, a recent graduate from the University of Calgary and a resident of
Alberta’s Prairie Sky co-housing community, said the financial barrier to entry is
significant.

“A self-recognized blind-spot of co-housing is that it’s predominantly white, middle-
class, middle-aged folks,” Rajewicz said. “They tend to be the ones who are in the the
position to actually to buy a house.”

Rajewicz said this cost-barrier ends up being reflected in a lack of diversity amongst co-
housing community members because, she said, “We tend to self-select people that are
like us. And that shows.”

Rajewicz is studying ways to improve accessibility to co-housing communities. Building
rental units, for instance, would allow people with lower incomes to become part of what
she believes are vibrant and healthy living situations.

“Co-housing is a model that I don’t think needs to be elitist,” she said. But despite her
cost critiques, she still deeply believes in the values of sustainability, community, and
consensus she sees exemplified in the co-housing philosophy.

“Co-housing,” she said, “can save the world.”



 

Copyright owned or licensed by Toronto Star Newspapers Limited. All rights reserved.
Republication or distribution of this content is expressly prohibited without the prior written
consent of Toronto Star Newspapers Limited and/or its licensors. To order copies of Toronto
Star articles, please go to: www.TorontoStarReprints.com

REPORT AN ERROR JOURNALISTIC STANDARDS ABOUT THE STAR

Read more about: British Columbia, Vancouver

! " #

http://www.torontostarreprints.com/
https://www.thestar.com/about/statementofprinciples.html
https://www.thestar.com/about/aboutus.html
https://www.thestar.com/topic.british_columbia.html
https://www.thestar.com/topic.vancouver.html
https://i.jsrdn.com/i/1.gif?r=a2b4&k=&fwd=http%3A%2F%2Fdistroscale.com

